Suo Motu Writ Petition No. 297/2003

V/s

The Chief Secretary; The Conservator of Forests; 

The President Comunidade of Carambolim; 

The Secretary of Agriculture; The Talem Sawant Tenant’s Association; 

The Konkan Railway Corporation
Ms. Norma Alvares - Amicus Curiae
Issue:  In 2003, a local newspaper reported that the noxious Salvinia weed had overwhelmed Lake Carambolim, a wetland of considerable significance and a natural habitat for local and migrating birds. This infestation by the Salvinia weed went unchecked by the local and state authorities. The High Court of Bombay at Goa took suo moto cognizance of this report and departing from normal practice, the two judges visited the area. It was observed that because the Konkan railway station was nearby, plastic waste and other pollution from the railway was also entering the lake. Some of the local associations represented that they used the waters of the lake for agriculture, for fishing and that they also immersed Ganesh idols in the lake. 

The Goa Government informed the Court that the Forest Department had decided to take up the de-weeding of the Carambolim lake and that a proposal for 6 crores for maintenance of Carablim and 5 other lakes had been proposed to Ministry of Environment. 
The court thereafter issued detailed directions for steps to be taken to complete the protection of the lake as a bird site.

Judgment: 13/8/2003

The Court directed that:

1) The entire Carambolim Lake area including the 25 meters around will be a No Development Zone including a no-conversion zone and it will also be a plastic-free zone, excluding those areas where houses already exist where it should be reduced to not less than 100 feet.
2) There will be a total ban on the immersion of Ganesh idols made of plaster of paris. Immersion of clay idols would be permitted.
3) The Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. was directed to:

a) Place galvanized meshing along its embankment of Carambolim Lake to prevent waste effluents and garbage thrown by its passengers from flowing into the lake from the railways station.
b) Keep 40 meters of its land between the Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd. boundary and Carambolim Lake as a “No Development Zone.”

c) Replace the plantation of Acacia on the lakeside with local indigenous species.
d) Provide a check dam upstream and a wire mesh fencing along the culvert to ensure that fresh Salvinia Molesta weeds do not enter the lake.

4) The State Government was directed to:

a) Prepare a plan for reinforcing the embankment of Carambolim Lake to prevent leakage of water.

b) Schedule and release the water of Carambolim Lake for irrigation in co-ordination with the Tenants Association.
c) Remove the encroachments on the Comunidade land.

d) Direct the village of Panchayat to prevent the dumping of debris and waste along Carambolim Lake, and to remove all existing debris and waste.

e) Construct Sulabh toilets for the locals bordering Carambolim Lake in consultation with the local Panchayat.
5) The Tenant’s Association was directed: 
a) Not to open the sluice gates of Carambolim Lake without the express consent of the Conservator of Forests.

b) Not to exercise the right of fishing in Carambolim Lake.
6) Considering the State Govt’s submission that the area could be utilized for Eco-tourism the Court directed that while it will be open for the State Government to construct watch tower, etc. for bird watching, no food stalls will be permitted in the area 25 meters from the high water mark around Carambolim Lake and parking for visitors shall be provided at a distance of 50 meters from Carambolim Lake to avoid pollution and nuisance to the birds.
7) As regards protection for 6 other lakes namely: Pilar Lake; Verna Lake; Rumder; Calapur Tollem; Raiache Tollem; Curtorim Lake that were brought to its attention during the proceedings, the Court directed the Conservator of Forests to submit a detailed proposal for their protection to the Court along the lines suggested in the judgment.
8) The Conservator of Forests was appointed as the nodal agency for coordinating the work of protecting the Carambolim Lake. 
