Writ Petition No. 302/1999

Tuem Nagrik Samiti; The Goa Foundation


V/s
Village Panchayat Tuem; State of Goa; The North Goa District Aquaculture Committee; The Aquaculture Authority of India; The Collector; Directorate of Health Services; The Brackish Water Development Agency; The Directorate of Fisheries; The Goa State Pollution Control Board; John Joseph D’Souza
Issue:  A shrimp aquaculture project in the village of Tuem, Pendem, Goa polluted the water supply of Tuem village with saline water, destroying the paddy fields.  The operation of the shrimp aquaculture project led to noise pollution from firecrackers used to scare birds and animals away.  The aquaculture tanks were also within the 100-meter no-development zone along the riverbank, in violation of the Coastal Regulation Zone Notification. Additionally no permissions to operate had been obtained from the Aquaculture Authority of India, as directed by the Apex Court in its judgment dated 11/12/1996 in S. Jagannath v/s UOI (W.P 561 / 1994). 

Final Judgment:  11/1/2000
The State Aquaculture Authority (to whom the Aquaculture Authority of India has referred John J. D’Souza’s application to) shall dispose of the application within 3 months. It shall also consider the applications of other similarly situated applicants and take decisions thereon.  Parties are at liberty to challenge the orders of the State or Central Authority. Additionally, John J. D’Souza will not reseed or restock his ponds without permission of the Authority concerned.  None of the legal contentions advanced in the petition are decided and all issues are kept open. The Writ Petition was accordingly disposed of. 
